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FOREWORD

s partilic and privare calbectivrs of atique Tndian arme s armour are s be foumd
i coumrres which formally cobsed India, principally Bricsin and Franee. Rusia
I ither diplomatic or restricted ot
ity Todian weapsis
o cnevammeeed i Rossia, and Ao Bacthalomes (Varfdseces) i
i the vangised of penminded collectoes whise earisiy
; sarinent. The lurdors

lbv mercwrial, and swe vsually refer to the *sub-continens of ndia®
in geder e ¥ s with the current Bepulblic of Dndia, In cxactly the sume way
Fes b cliefimed as thee COCE the Commanwealth, Comfederation and currently
cran this forcwared [l e the sords Indi and Rusan i ther
sy e it the siee of Risssia, and ¥

il.1||.|. the |h.g|u|nng -urrmunlcd histury. Ir has bedh ahsorbed and informed ivs invaders, and
o by chean -t 1t was the birchplacs of the TadieEurupean group
Tt higghby vamplex histiey has resnlted in the huge diversity found in India
vandag, s it bcterigenenis maturs of the s arms and armeor which s fucinans

cithrhe passiag of e, Thedderanalijeer iathe s
i5 with Tondian arms aned arme, those of the 19th conmiey an:
v chan thiac of e Lrh consury, asd 5o gn unl one comes oy dee eh connary
and cardivr when very lirthe sunvives ar all voccpe fie an['m.ulugu.nl maaterial. [ndin covers
vast arex and has becn fonght cver by s mans: armics o0 s many oocsans thar
i o huge egsor of weapans and armenr bich in Indin and 1pmd argund the
w qreals o war or as savenies, Many armeikes can o be visied 3o India,
arc m permmnen? didplay thnmghont Europe, and vet the stidy of these
iinirs mF:m. 2 T s b f Dnsks dhevvared speeifically i Tadian akins
of these anc s fundamenmally Dl
s ansedaned thar they g ot serve us well, There s howeree 2 gruaing i i amd
a6 of the sulipecr, and theere are sipns na thar Iclians ance also awaking oo the suloc
o okl arms and st Acadepnic ressarch requires o good woeking ko ledye of

lue.
ﬂrval.mrj againer rh.. Erimash ﬂ.nd'll s rhe Wth u,.rm. ¥ ;lnduﬂh.'f,
o Ol A fiw: 180 venciey stssd b fias imnpusccable
hilst a LTt cenmrne mail and plarc shirt is known
B‘i'[l]mr tor ehee Bikaner armwmry; and oas used ar the sicge of Adoai i
all dirccthy eonnceted v their provenasos, and tlwy bring histore
. Fur sheer quality of crafemanship and beauty o design,
cxecntivm and donishy it b e el s find o better Tz ssped kivaddy thean st N,
7 e crncd by o Rajpiet or &
somithe pedsdicnd weapris aod arimoar made fro
This was presbuced from very carfy dmes wsing highly =p s hat rowined
& suplaL sl w elastan i 5 xdalkingy ich:-Shomalky it gtanig s 10 Filly
e,

ehais by e
awirh o or a prolemged perind wonkd marn o
and diffus: wirh the dron Ie was thon albomcd moeood shady nesaliing ina cake of crovibile
mmeel fasnse), This precioss and expo waterial was widely exported sind it enpoved
an cavellenr repuraria Ir was b the mancerial favonved b 1 o ke theiy finess
imdigenius armzs and armcny, Being sweh an ompensive commidiey wosez nended oe be wsed
i sines where it cimld be soom; aress which were o be eliscarad by decoratiin would
muostly be made from sufter inon. and the jiins between the T mancrizls Oap welds) canaften
b thscrved. Many picces made fram wnez can he scen in this oollection

Wiz, when rreated with dilure acd. reveals i constitaens parts which can e soon s
a "warered” pamom, This ds an mecnsic properte of the material. Amother method of
prvsdacing *warered sreel” i mechanically, T mking 2o e laes of fiom ar steed which
bave different carbisn con andd fwge-welding them togerhor 2 form a single arss
The bare] iof gun p 2 in the colleerion is msde 1’|\|m mechaical " Damesons owise” soeel,
and the partera can clearly be secn near the breech berwoen 1 panels which are decorared
withgald cls of difforent carbwin comtents hove coched differentialbe to neveal the procis:
ancthand of comstruction.

Perhaps the mist comominl v eonploved decarative techmdgue accnm the Ameon Barthalomcs
villecrin s kofrgar. There are 2 distioer methods of bidrgan decoration. The fivsr is
awhee: the kafigar (dercranorh makes fine, mulriph and regalar eirs ar an dhBim: anghs
acns tlee i or stecl surface e decoraned. He shen hamnwes fine desomn gold Godft) or
silver wire onno the peoparcd grownd, and iz is the elasing eus which erimp the underside
of the sifrer mutal and hold it b the surface. The decoration is then palished. This mcthisd
s st timecs called false-damascening o conmberfeit-damasccning i onder oo distinguish it
Eram the seoond tepe of kit shach ie rue inlag. Troe ik dzarmishan or taemshan) 3
awhere the kidtgar oo v thee gronnd b decorared and andereurs the codwes, be thon
hammers gold s silver inme e chanog] e arca e Alked, and the soft nsesal is hebd in
place: b the midereur sdges, A wariation of this rechniaque eallod afabi is where ek the
Beckgniamd of the dedign s our away and inlaid, laving the desi showing i i
silbisaerne. Trspmetinees secms 28 though there B s o to the Tndian crefreman's skill and
ingenmity. Unispac fi Do s a muh.:s uf smmfjm cls i el e jade, which i called
Rouendiins. Fundin stk i corried o wdipng gald leaf o fine fonl of the puncit corae. Tlias
e compresacd o i wsing soccl toole, aned Ly ietense prosune alioe it fuses i solid
nazs, Iris o nnchr e comrinly ns a bnr o fomd elac lere:

Thete ix an i e hapess and fuense b fndd in e wems sl armor of
Tndia. The marcrials from which rhey ane made are alos boandless, as are the dkills and
imgenuicy <hiswn by their mamfacrurers, If the asdicie: i susecprible it is Siffioulr wit o
b seduccd by the sheer beauty and diversity of the weapans in the collection, or Ly the
diverse techmimues coploved by the eraftsmin wha produecd them Tl hiseury is the
history of Tndia, m all as complesity. The chser wc Tk 2t the exhilis, the more we see;
ard thee seon: we oz the seore we andeestand and the o quedtions v ask. Firmmanche
there {5 e o i sighe b this s, i i s o be Doped thar the o lhecrinn will inspive
anany mye penple wids the sanee passien as Avavn Barrdslamew

ari
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FIGH ¢ PRAY = LOVE

F war sinwes | fell wmber che spell of Tdian ealeore ac che age of mecney-fee, ic bas boen
', difteude e me e Emagine my life withut ies evraondinary bemey and dunn, The
uljeces in s culloering seeu vadsce o have fond we s che ather way o, s
I am grareful m be their wmpomary gmandian. Fach time | attompe i umdonatand ehe
orcarive funees shar brosg e chem calife, Tfid insparacion. and evideuce of the incxricable
conerin hoeween the seligion, ethics; and are of deese by gnue eolres snd eras.

T vestr i v dvnbenge i 20y s sense of te wnnl o ds aarhes feeliogs mened o
lamziage The shoer contualicy of nclian art cam sizareely bee esprevsad i dll wards; ehe
vhyprhim and Tyriviem of pocery or musie is moee ained oo chi vade. Belivviug workos o art s
i invisible wined isisting bewiad el Do anics of sense pereepeinn, whiich i che oy way
B ean view che weapniis beee, 1= bad oe nepsen e essay. Aml swe b

Viclerer pervades sur lives: che Iieh ecnmury waz clearly the Blssnlicer m all o hiseery.
Marcrial progeezz. which sheah] bave coine apr ol nnwel solucinns oo bangor asd crased
Baseibes by erag: sudn s anb he ey vt i, ls an s s conic n oar v
b ervating i sl medican St help o v banger ol i illnasis, ansd
i i3 i lear parwors B el alao foe no the se i1
i af v Hiw & chis prssil
uspartant oo s el fue coil and el oo wep of sisder 5 L oar e
i cnlbightenment, where we tnwittingly wisoe an the novws s full of ciobooge amd toesd
onxcley che wond WEATUN iesclf bas beome 2 symonym of darkness and desoueron.

Wb i ey dbhis guy?

Tuutia has beva e t sy grear rudigions, poces, and warrions and is e of de fow euly
awedilimian. civilizacins. Berlisps we iy find answee doegss e aseotkes sod st

Kings..

Civedr Moetir Dovi in sany of her mcarnais cirnies 4 gloansing swanl in ber bamds,
L heiwn i bz Makiaha whi= an the Fo Dot o Al btlizg bt amnrad s el
il giiae of Bali, she wics awe-msiring Weapans o vangaish EVIL cvoaywhers aml i
a2 ins manifimarins, cneing chrwugh ceher o flesh of thie hidems demons W iguicance
sl atigre o alesteging dae veey et s thar B oy beps aocr This o whar e
mean when wessy FIGHT

It i inerestiing oo e char the universs's powerful cncngios ¢ lorh 4 oxssructive sl
alesrruenive feree have boen ssssaniseed 0 Dod osds che fiieene. The weeship af chese
forers i femaks wcarmating is the casomce of Himbsiim: Thos e sond PRAY. cocapes anr
lips:

Thas sevms passdnscical ar fiest plasce, cassidesing chat rise pobeaf o Wommas u Tndi socery
i very rostricted ancd semetimes seems siblimarnd and vaon demeanng i ey the
Foam rhi Wese, This rofigion, which has oxismed for toasamds of years, shemld conem an
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srmiben i D91 Aeenrding m his ghessry mndalsing lines on jare created
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these eycles and reperitions in time and in space are all partand parcel of the grear life of

the cnsmas to which we, humans, are only a small and msignificant pare. And ver within

“‘Igmr sleeping cyeles of Brahina, alnng the quasi infinire Manus, where Bife is boen again
again, there, lays an even deeper profundiny:

That profundiry, as stated in the Narva Shastra, belongs o Vishon, source of all avarars,
especially hecanse Vishnu is the final nm.l wltimate presiding deiry of the 5 n?rl T, the

rasa nf eroric bove, Tomantic love, or p har more imy and ahowe
all the rasa of heauey.

Vishnu, beaury, lve, rasa, arraction, heing . ing, a¢ and unhreakahl
chain, all pervading, i invigearing, stimilaring,

“Where there is hove there is Tife *
Maharma Crandhi

e those famnus words, he means snmething very different from whar
esired to whisper froneally and in puhlic, s secrer and very ancient

hl hind th dslayamysreri d merstmagni
ings and insinuations, 4 phy of wisdam and Jings,
i i wichin ni . all pariently waiting o he unv ubcd

and rasted. nnFnIslud and experienced, but which so very nften remains hidden in the deep
revesses of the human mind veiled by irs immediare necds

Cihandi spoke of a seever. And whar 2 secrer it is?

There exists 2 secret that aaly very few initiates ever have heen able i tmach, i experience
and rr e immersed in.

This secret thar was whispered amongit the deserts and plains of Asia for millennda, we in
rhe western hemisphere commonly o %" lowe term we horh overuse and nnderesrimane,
wery much unlike the Indian for eastern) cradicion

Lewe, the very embodiment inone word of a dyvnamic morion. One word, Love, that has as
many constituents and atiribures, fearures and qualities as the number of minds thar will
use the rerm

Nawhere has the term been hed and amplified ired and elevated as in the
Indian subcomrinent,

There a colorful and decp myrhodniy: hmught o life in the forms of stories and images,
represcorations and rimaki. evolved over the coarse of millennia to bring inr mani festacion
the lnve nf heing and the passion of hecoming,

Led by prowerful minds, thatin some moysterions fashion were shbe m ranscend the banaline
o evervday life into an ephemeral vee exiremely powerful sense of being and communinn
with farces and energies, far from the modern and farther ver from the common.

Indian enlture in this sense prowides s wirh an array of apeions of heenming that is noching
Tess than astomishing.




What is mayhe the mnst surprising axpect of this culture in this respect is the paradnical
and t some westerners, alien, concept of emotins.

There & o term that deseriles emr skrir, wh
culture is stecped in highly emotinnal energics.

Thragh then: 1 ok in the enmumnn. Green-Latin inkluenced western
ariond thene are many “cro il mnre impertantly Teelings', coivical aspecis of
teraction nf the human with the wrekd in which he or she finds himself o herself
respectively.

ch is itself & purads since the

Ihc'p\.np...rm_\u.mg%._uu!ih.uIh.t.wnelm[xl\\. ifestedd in the Indian 1

s hest reprosented in Indian art, in it manner of being omoeptuatized and in it dup
thee i of all 1i
Thierefrre-th enter the reabm nfbove wewill need explore Indian art, itselfan enigma, i
avstherics understanding is very docp and in 2 sense all encompassing.

T penetrate inin thie challenge or secrer of Tndian st and its manifestations we need frs
crmsider the subfect matter of Rasa, the very essential ingredient in the aesthetic perception
nl life

Rasa fs difficult cancept frunderstand fior us wesrerniaed minds, hat mayhe the way 10 gn
abwnat it is Ty accep llgl}unaw ix g peneralied emndinn, a very specialkind of conscinusness
b ergnitam from l~]|.<‘||.l|u= indis |5ua| meeds dnd neceas have Icen expungal

A in the sense nf Rasa then is a special kind of mimesis, an imitargon, T a very special
and highly extranedinary form of imitatinn, for it imitates not 8 form bot o esence, @
anivarsliTy o o porentiali
That may peoabalidy be the mmse uwpnrmm isane ar play here, for ‘ersencs mimes
nmd.lm..nul[\ fifferent than ‘Frem mimeass’.

Crnsequently; the differcnce between Indian ant in its deepest sense and western art
ennceprualization is in ‘that which is being imitared’

Rasa, in this respect ean be zaid then 10 be the emenzence of the sense nf being and heenming
assmciated with adivect mteraction with 2 fnrm (the art in itself] that carries an essence and
in many cases i’ The exsence in manifes

I this sense when we Iook wpon a form nI art, coantrary
wee wsnally Ik ar nhiects and Tielieve ¢ them, in h
wirk of ari and their inferactien need b
Art accordingly is netan pbject bat an event that gives us notonly the intelligence hidden in
r!u.tlunp an sr L e scerirding T s i-i|n|;|»vﬂklrlyv|:1hcll s pntanede the
craction or menging of man and objece: oonclading in an evene of pessibilities npening
upd bt the very essence that is hidden and prints the way to seld transformatinn

v the westernized minsl, acsthetics aljectifie ality, discrimisates ite qualities and
arures ansd arrises oo And an ey ce. Rasa, o the pther hand, whether nruler.qr-:..
taste, juice nr esene 3 i

I, v exise, the olsereer must,
& enae nf 471, manifearing a5 an emergent sinerion nf sensation
that is a-prine transcendent

The sense nf Rass shaold in fact he anderaond axa desper realite manifesied inothe eventnf
experience, in which the triplicite of the art work, the ehserver and the essence are merged
ar the parint of time and space of the cvenr of Rasa




there it n duality
ot beufiies and minds, the experienc

nf Ritsa i 4 full spectrm whleness. a process and o

A raa fire the sl a3 wisin 1 the senes, the experence of Rasa
v immersise, it ina maniiestation of the highse facultics of the
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Lanec thin

v Tl ghibosophy, culaan: and mythikigy e isa malaplic s, all rohated
Feelings of Teauty al)d'\mﬂmmnmxl uf jrerveprion
Wty we tese tewins 0F hinging such a4 Kaia, seen a6 desive on Bivgiang (e often slao
as wish v passivn) or Sricgarn, enc of the nine Rasas, weually rrandared as eratic lve,
liwve, 4o 2% amirach Beanry, ths meeion of sclf reansfisrmari 1Ii.ﬂ‘,1||i|lk

s cotild e Brhalos a Toems of Jove, most often assocmted with el
B lirerally meansitg opioacian or sharcs, feom the oot Lhj
verive ic's dia cop capecial
it i the act of woeship itself (thoagh 5o it is waally ooccived) bur a5 parmking in the
exsence and emengitg from the cepenicnes & part of the diviniee i, The form of |
called Bhakss beads ome to Eqa-devard, lineeally acherisbed divinitys (froms s sdesined, liked,
cherisheds and devach spodbesd™, sechwically meaning the worshippes's o dety; or

A

& Fascinanng o

z

the g i ham o b the amer
L thiis scise th copt of lsta-dovatd sells ws that cne can chovse which divinisy toworship
and in whar fashiea, Pue di thy, e conld sav shar the kove thar i the amiverse
of Tindian mmvthedigy s immenss covugh o the

wisrslippes's

reomal heve s i B uge o cach and every one to ﬁu.l)n.rkm. in rhe divisiry,
unesnsreained by s parmicular dea

i s affiliazed wity

I find thiis particular aspoce of Tndian wadidgonsd phikisophical pm]lmm'm particularly
enlightenimg for cven i the Vaddhoaviom oodicm the cocept of chaosang ones. deiry
is prevalent. A particalar form of Vishoe can 1 chosen, manifosted as e of his avatars
whether Krishna or Rama

Tho Fact thar vac can choose a deity chat fits his being i paramsant and critical to
umderstanding Tndian are, b muech more sowhen the sabjecr masmer ane dee div
manifisting e

Tl winrld o T art mamifesmanions of the mrelh
crwrHias deean o soisatins waiting o le c:qu.nnn:d It
hiding ivs multilayered, many facend exisrosees from casual belnldi
kiver, as m ion persamification shild bic, according oo Rasa,
ar warship, appn station, then the whispers of du-mnr yvu will
revead themselves like: a0 3
Vi expeericie, thas can
cumprchicission «F erhics, rraislans v leomming, |
14 e s thee Veedas" comweepaion of gime msd v mamipalation. allows m.b the g i Tndian
art f e meot a roproscaration bus a manifesation of the divioe

! diviie pormeatas all, as T eating sihstaime that peivades all and
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by Rajasthan 1 7th centizy

the blade Persian carly [9th century

A fie Munghal sword tilwar, the ivan hilt i decorated averall it lttgart, i this i
che kndrari istaenishan o e dnlay The d i of 4 i v
contained witkin simple linear borders, the area sarromding rhe opening for te hlade & inlaid
with a series of small vings. The blade ds forged framwone: (ndian e
[resents in sharp cantrast exactly like mechanical
psitive rebiel with an inseriptan relernng ta Fa
the {ajar dymasty {eigned |708-1834)
owership, bt ratber o enlan
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ically arr

I steed’ and e pattern
- watered steel. The blade has been etchid in
Ali Shah [Uajar], the secand Fersian Shah i

: the commercial value of the Blade. The inwripticn has been
i Afalse damascene’ and is a methad of blade Secoration wsed during
bl in Sy, The Blade s alde cur with a sngle narraw fuller, and this to

e peoducrion, Th i

is pedd

red velver, fiered wirh o

Mate.
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which holds the cang
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The: dating of Incian arms and armiar decorates
of delare, however the: ively amadl of th
date.







s all stee] v how Kamian fmm the
Kishangark apmoury, Bajasthas; pechaldy
Vth sy
Fivued with -ricee. hardwind gripe rivered
the b, The grims are envered with red Kl
(Kinkhabl whivh is decaraned with Sullien
chreaid. The nochs irerminils trowhich the st
is arachid) are fonged integrally and ot right
anges it limbe
e the how: The bow retains i origial sinew
“striee”. Chverall lengrh, 112 Seme
Paes. Thistow isfrnem agrouprod apgrosimarede
At heich ez Froen the: Kishamsarh Armoary. 4
late 19th S ;
the Rabin: Wiginmon enlfewinn, shiws o small
art. oo the Kishinsarh Armoury inchading 4
Tacies trom the gt which are identical i nurs.
Thez e of sreack bevws i prrticnlarly aveocubed
with the Sikhs. For anocber how which retine
ity kancob grip covering see Ezermn Mo i
Eincobs {alsa Kinkhabi reters o Endian trocsdes
wrven troen sk anel buline (ald and/or sihert
wire. For an extensive discussnn of kincob see
Wit s, 319-336 A simalar seeel bow: e
tior Bahadur-$hah 1 (1707-1712) said to bave
Ve made: i Cowaliar is in the Tearsknie-Sehi
Cbecring (Leledvnsky pp 36:37 N2l

e

Higtorical peveeait Rao Ridwial Jo
£1427 « 14380 ruber of Marwar betare
the foandiegg of Jadhyur in 1430
Marwar circa 1824

iy Warsrceskir with 2ok v vl

33x Xiem.

The artist has iven Ko Ridmal costume: in the
sryle af Mughals in the 17th censury. This is
brcaua they had nn earber poriraies tham 17th
cenniery, s did mor know. whar comame was
o in the: 15th century




A o Indlion Kard dagger consaining mwn oebers
side it, The Targesr digeer has o hollow
watered sl woor blade, gald inbid with rhe
misker's maene alneg the back edoe. and alsa gold-
indsird aronmsd she rove of the bilade. T hasivary grinso
hinged ivory pommel, and 2 sibver backsrp and
Az, The seond darger is o similsr comserscting
and fimed with 4 hollow blade and bisped e
pommel Bl The bt aned smalless dagrer 5 made
with 2 salid warered s blade and has Bory grips.
Inclia, circa 1%} . . ;

Agrear deal of skill was involved in producing these
duggurs, and alihnazh of no practical puepase, they
spprealed o the Indian tane for novely.
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